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EN. - 07 rRv | 
Fiſhermen in KENT: 
'  SHmbly Offered othe Confulerationof the Parliament. 


the Fiſherrien Inhabiri Through no 5 Corpo 
of Xem, may not _—__ jon of 
any with the Fiſhermen of or River Thames. 


Fiſhermen of Londen and River Thames may not be al- 
for Oyſters within the Liberty of the ſaid Vice- 


.of the Sea, and to the full and' high Water, or upon the 
—__ : oever adjacent from all chief Bridges downwards to- 
w 

There are many Towns of Note within this Liberty ; as Rocheſter, Strood, 
Chatham, Milton, Feverſham, Whitſtable, Herne, Reculver, Herchington, Marga- 
'. re, Kingſgate, dſt aires, Ramſgate. : 

Within the ſaid Vice-Admiralty there have Courts been kept time out of 

mind for Reciiing and CorreCting all Abuſes done upon the -Warters, &c. 
| NE wh kept ar Pleaſure for the well ordering of the 
in particular, a Court is at Pleaſure W ing of 
Oyſter Grounds within the ſaid Vice-Admiralty ; And for Correcting all Of- 
fences and Miſdemeanors done by the Fiſhers rherein, contrary to the Orders 
of that Court. And the Authority of the ſame Court hath time out of Mind 
prohibited the Drudging for Oyſters within rhe ſaid Liberry, by all Perſons 
hang who have not ſerved their Time to Fiſhermen Tahafiring within 
Liberty. | , 

All Fiſhermen within the ſaid Liberty are at the Command of that Vice- 
Admiralty upon all Occaſions ;_ but more eſpecially for Their Majeſties Ser- 
vice. And for that there is a Regiſter kept in the Vice-Admiralry- 
Office of the Names of all Fiſhermen and their Servants, and places of abode 
within the faid River, that rheir Attendance may be required whenever it 
ſhall be thoughr- fir. | | 

And moſt of Their Majcſties Ships lying in Harbour at Chatham ; The 
Fiſhermen within this Liberty are conſtantly called ro aſſiſt in the Rigging 
of the Royal Navy ; And whenever it puts to Sea, moſt of the ableſt and 
beſt Seamen amongſt them are conſtantly engaged in that Service. 

So thar iftthe Filhermen of London, or the Kiver Thames, ſhall have the be- 
nefit of Drudging for Oyſters within this Liberty of the Vice-Admiralty, or 
be let in to enjoy the reſt of the Priviledges there ; it nor only deſtroys the 
moſt Antient Juriſdiction and Courts of the Vice-Admiralry of Xent ; bur will 
Ruine all the Fiſhermen rhere ; (who' are many Thouſand Families) And de- 
{troy the beſt Nurſery and Breed of Seamen and Mariners in England by taking 
from them their Trade and: only Encouragement and Support. 


